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y F all the improvements in polite 

M .converfation, I know of nothing 

38 that is half fo entertaining and fig- 

nificant as the double entendre. It 

is a figure in rhetoric, which owes 

it’s birth, as well as it’s name; to 

Se aE a neighbours the French ; and _is that’ hap- 

-py art, by which perfons of fafhion may communicate » 

-the loofeft ideas’ under the moft innocent expreffions. 

The ladies have adopted it for the beft reafon in the 
world : ‘they have long fince difcovered that the prefent 

fafhionable difplay of theif Perfons is by no means‘acfixf= 

cient hint to the men that they mean any thing more 

.than 














12006 THE WORLD. No. 202: 
‘than’ to attract their admiration: the double entendre dif- 
‘plays the Mind..in. an equal-degree, and: tells us from 
what motives the lure of beauty is thrown out. It is 
an explanatory.note to-a doubtful text, which renders 
‘the meaning’fo obvious, that’ even. the dulleft reader 
-cannot poflibly miftake it. For though the double en- 
tendre may fometimes admit of a moral interpretation, 
-as well as a wanton one, itis never intended to be un- 
derftood but one way,; and he muftbe a fimple fellow: 
-indeed, and totally unacquainted with good.company, whe 
-does not take.it as it was meant. 

Burt it is one thing to invite the attacks of men, and 
-another to yield to them,; and .it is by no means a ne- 
-ceflary implication, that becaufe a lady chufes to drefs 
-and talk like a weman of the town, fhe muft needs a& 
like one. I will be bold to affert that the contrary hap- 
«pens at leaft ten or a dozen times within -the {pace of a 
ttwelvemonth ; nay, I am almoft enclined to believe, that 
when an enterprifing young ‘fellow, who, froma lady’s 
difplaying ‘her beauties:in public to the utmoft excefs of 
‘the mode, and fuiting her language to her drefs, .is apt 
to fancy himfelf fure of her at a ¢éte_@ ¢éfe, it is not above 
four-to one but he may meet with a repulfe. Thofe 
‘liberties indeed, which are attended with no ruinous 
-contingences, he may reafonably claim, and expect al- 
“ways to-be indulged in; as the refufal of them would 
-argue the higheft degree of prudery, a foible, which in 
this age of nature and freedom, the utmoft malice of 
the world cannot lay to the charge of a woman of .con- 
dition: but it does not abfoiutely follow that becaufe 


‘fhe is good-humoured enough to grant every liberty but 


ang, fhe muft refufe nothing. 
dr 
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‘Ir may poffibly. be objected, that there is neither good~ 
breeding nor generofity in a lady's: inviting a man to: a 
‘feaft, when‘the only means to treat him with the garnifh: 
but the ‘is:certainly miftrefs of her own entertainment,. 
and has a right to keep thofe fubftantials under cover, 
which (ie has no mind he fhould help himfelf to. A 
‘hungry glutton may (as the phrafe is) cat het out of: 
thoufe and home; and if‘he will not be fatisfied with 
whips and.creams, he may. carry his voracioufnefs to 
more liberal tables. A young lady ef ceconomy will. 
admit no fuch perfons to her entertainments; they are 
a fet of robuft unmannerly creatures, who are perpetu- 
ally intruding themfelves upon the hofpitable and the 
generous, and tempting them to thofe coftly treats, that 
hhave in the end undone them, and compelled them 
ever after to keep ordinaries for their fupport. 

From this confideration, it were heartily to be withed 
that the ladies could be prevailed upon to give fewer 
invitations in public places ; fince the moft frugal of them 
cannot always anfwer for her own ceconomy:: and it is. 
well known ‘that the profufion of one fingle entertain- 
ment has compelled many a beautiful young creature to 
hide herfelf from the world for whole months after. As. 
for married ladies indeed, who have hufbands to bear 
the burden .of fach entertainments, and rich widows 
who can afford them, fomething may be faid; but 
while gluttons may be feafted liberally at fuch tables, 
and while there are public ordinaries in almoft every 
parith of this metropolis, a fingle lady may beg to 
be excufed. 

Bur to return particularly to my fubjc@. The duck 
entendre is at prefent fo much the tafte of all genteel | 
companies, that there is no poffibility either of being po 
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‘lite or entertaining without. it. That it is eafilylearnt is 
‘the happy advantage of it; for.as it requires-little more’ 
‘than a mind well ftored with the moft natural: ideas; eve-. 
‘ry young lady of fifteenmay be thoroughly inftruétéd in. 
‘the rudiments of it-from her book: of Hovels, or her wait-. 
ing-maid. ‘But to be as knowing .as: her. mammia ;in all 
‘the refinements of the art, fhe muft keep the very beft 
company, and frequently receive lefions in private from 
a male inftructor. .She fhould alfo be careful to-minute 
down’ in her pocket-book the moft :fhining,/entiments. 
that are toafted at table ; that-when her. own is called fer, 
fhe may not be. put to the blufh.from having nothing: to 
fay that would occafion a modeft. woman to biufh tor. 
cher. -Ofall the modern inventions to enliven converfa- 
‘tion, and promote freedom between the fexes, I:know 
of nothing that can compare with thefe /entiments; and 
I. may.venture to affirm, without the leaft flattery to the 
ladies, that they are by no:means inferior to the men in 
the happy talent of conveying the archeft ideas imagin- 
able in the moft harmlefs words, and of enforcing thofe 
ideas by the moft fignificant looks. 
TuereE is indeed one inconvenience attending the'd:u- 
ble entendre, which.I do not remember to have heard- ta- 
ken notice of. This’inconvenience jis ‘the untoward effe@ 
that it.is apt to have upon certain diftreet gentléwoimen, 
who pafs under the denomination of'old maids. ‘As thefe 
grave perfonages are generally remarked to have the 
quickeft conceptions, and as they have once been fhecked 
by what they call the indelicacy of this figure, they are 
ever afterwards,carrying it in their minds, and converting 
every thing they hear into wantonnéfs and indecency. To 
afk them what o'clock it is, may be an-enfharing queftion; 
to pull off your gloves in their prefence is beginning to 


undrefsg 
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undrefs; to make them a-bow may be ftooping fer an 
immodeft purpofe, and to talk of bed-time is too grofs 
to be endured. .I have known one of thefe ladies to be 
fo extremely upon her guard, that having dropt her gold 
_ watch-cafe in a public walk, and being quettioned by a 


gentleman who took it up, whether it was her's or not, 
was fo alarmed at the indecency of throwing afide her 
apron to examine, that the flew from him with precipi- 
‘tation, fuffering him to put it into his pockena and go fairly 
off with it. 

Tuis falfe modefty, which moft evidently owes. it’s 
"birth to the double entendre, is a degree of impudence 
that the other cannot match. The poffeffors of it have 
unfortunately difcovered that the moft immodeft mean- 
ings may be couched under very innocent expreffions ; 
-and having been once put ‘into a loofe train -of thinking, 
‘they are perpetually revolving in their minds every grofs 
idea that words can be made to imply. They would 
not pronounce the names of certain perfons of their ac- 
-quaintance fer the whole world, and are almoft thocked 
to death at the fight of a woman with child, as it fug- 

-gefts to their minds every idea of fenfuality. 
Ir will doubtlefs be very aftonifhing to the reader to be 
‘told, that.even the purity of my own writings has not at 
all times exempted me from the cenfure of thefe maid- 
en gentlewomen. The Nankin breeches of poor Patrick 
the footman, in number 130 of thefe papers, have given 
inconceivable offence. ‘The word breeches, it feems, is 
fo outrageoufly indecent, that a modeft woman cannot 
bring- herfelf to pronounce it, even when alone. I 
muft therefore in all future impreflions of this work, ei- 
ther difmifs the faid Patrick from his fervice, or dire& 
shim.to wait upon his ladies without any breeches at all. 
Other 
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Other complaints of the like nature have alfo been 
- Drought againft me, which, confcious as Tam of the pu- 
tity of my intentions, have piqued me not a lite. It is 
. from thefe complaints that J have entered at prefent up- 
on the fubje&t of this paper, which I cannot conclude 
without exprefling fome little diflike to the double enten- 
4ré; fince with all the pleafantry and merriment it oc- 
cafions, it has produced this fa//e made/ty, which, in iny 
humble _ is impudence itfelf. 
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